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 Increased rain observed during the past week helped reduce moisture deficits over Hispaniola.        

 

 

During the past week, a more favorable distribution in rainfall was observed over Hispaniola relative to that during the 
week prior. Moderate to heavy rain was recorded over the Centre, L’Artibonite, and Nord departments of Haiti, 

neighboring western and east-central Dominican Republic. Light to moderate rain was registered along coastal areas of 

the Island, except the Barahona province of the Dominican Republic, where suppressed rain was recorded. The consistent 
enhanced rain over the past few weeks has increased thirty-day rainfall surpluses further over the northern two-thirds of 

Haiti and bordering western and central Dominican Republic, which also helped reduce negative rainfall anomalies over 
many local areas. However, below-average rain, with deficits ranging between 50-200 mm, has persisted along the 

coasts, particularly the southern littorals of the Island since mid-September. Since the beginning of the second rainfall 

season in August, much of Haiti and western Dominican Republic have received average rainfall, while the eastern third of 
Hispaniola has accumulated only between 50-80 percent of its average rainfall. During the next week, model rainfall 

forecasts indicate continued localized moderate to heavy rain over northern Haiti and the higher elevations of central 
Dominican Republic. Moderate to heavy showers are also expected across the Southern Peninsula of Haiti. Meanwhile, 

light to moderate rain is forecast elsewhere. The forecast rain during the next week could once again fall below-average 
and potentially negatively affect cropping activities over the dry portions of Hispaniola. 

        


